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mundi-Bury, October the deb, 1701. And now in Compenſation 
of the un eſign d Diſa rm —_— CE for the uſe * 1 
thoſe Perſons of ity and others reſort to the 


Weaneſday LeQure there.) 


By EDW ARD GROVE A.M. Rector of Che near 
_ "inthe County of Suffolk. Sl . . 


; If 'T muſt needs Glory, I will Glory in the . mah Concern mia 5 , 
| Infirmities, 2 Cor. 11. 30. . 


Behold in my Trouble I have prepared for the Houſe of the Lord, _ 
And thou mayeft add thereto 1 Chron. i ow 4. 


NORWICH, printed for R.Warſon, Bookſeller in By T.Ged- 
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In tbe Ounty of S SUFFOLK, Eſq; 


SIE, 
N 0 * the time that I came firſt to the 


> Knowlege of your Perſon, I have 
ſeen in you daily Inſtances of a Ge: 
nerous Mind, and diſcern'd the Luſtre of 
ſuch an unexampled Juſtice, and the va 
rious Acts of ſo Heroick a Friendſhip, 
(eſpecially toward my ſelf) that all lle 
Opportunities of teſtifying. my great 
Reſpect, and of publiſhing my Acknoy- 
ledgment and Gratitude, are ever tod Tein 
to diſcharge any conſiderable part of my 
3 ewn ſence of them, or to unlade in any 
decent manner your increafiag Favours: 
And therefore I have taken this among 
the reſt to tell the Cenſuring W | 
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I am not as yet Wholly Friendleſs; - which 
though it be more an Excomwm-on my ſelf 
than you, 'inafmuch as they that know 
the exactneſs of your Judgment cannot 


think otherwiſe than that you have ſeen 


in the object of your Favour ſome Mo- 
tives which to all Men elle, are either 
perfectly none or unknown, I ſhall thus 
far juſtly render back to your felf,to your 


own Praiſe, by declaring that you have in 


ſome particulars out-done the Belief of 


this Ni gardly Age,and been ſo farabove 
the ordinary rate of Kindneſs and Fru- 
gality in your true Careſſes (as well in 
the Choice of Men utterly undeſerving 
for them, as in the meaſure-of them ta- 
ward ſuch; which exceed the commu 
_ taze, as Saul's Perſon did the common Sta 
ture by an whole Cubit) that I fear there 
will not be found many Brothers of your 
good meaning, ſhould we — narrowly 
the ſtingy County. 
But Sir, as to theſe 1 (which I 
- here preſent to you, as the due claim of 
Four and your Ladies repeated Civilities, 
and as but a Symptom of an unſeen , yet 


fervent 


— 
"_ 


fervent deſire in me to both your Happi- 


2 nels :) they are a, perſwaſive Difcourte to 
one kind of Moderation, which ugdoibt 
7 edly ſhould have its Profeſſors as well as 
And I think the Subject may commend 
it ſelf to all Men, by being as neceſſary 
as it is ſomewhat particular and uncom- 
Z mon fora Treatiſe. 2 4 EN 
And heartily wiſh, that the general 
Silence there has been among good Men 
on theſe Heads, was an irrefutable Argument 
lagainſt the heinous Intemperance of 
Mens Mirth, which upon every light and 
2 frivolous Occaſion, extend not only tothe 
1 potting forth of the finger, and the ſpeaking Vanity, 
but to rudenefs, prophaneſs,  giddineſs, and what 
nat) that there is no great need for wiſe 
1 Mens ſifting into the depth of this uſeful: 
# Topick , tho' my Deſign in it here went 
7; wholly for an Act of Impertinence. 
And for my weak way of handling it; 
7 fo it doth: not appear to be in any part 
4 unreaſonable, unſcriptural, or un- grammatical, I am 
the leſs Solicitous about it: tho' ſome Ex- 
preſſions (eſpecially ſuch as relate to che 
$05 e empty 
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empt pty bubbles, and gaudy vanities of this 


Lite, about which we may be excuſed to 


bebut indifferent ly affected and incurious) 4 
be ſomewhat uncouth , and.contempti- ? 
ble, as the things themſelves they ſignify , 


are. 


And Sir, I perſwade my ſelf, the whole 2 


will be the leſs fl ighted thro” the weak- |} 


_ neſs of the 2 2 and his Reaſoning 


when it ſhall appear to have obtain d 
with the Umbrage of your N lame, your 1 


Approbation too. 


In recommending it to which Service | 
(next the good God may enable it to do 
among us all) I humbly give it into your 
Hand, and from that to the Publick,Pray- 7? 
ing that it may Proſper according to the Inte- 
grity of the Deſign ; and upon your Self and | 
your Lady for a conſtant ſerenity, and an 


Eternal Peace. And may your Joint- 


Happineſs be as laſting as it is innocent, 
and as innocent as your Thoughts and 1 
Genius are ever — Which is the ear. 
neſt deſire of n nf * 1 * I 1 
Sir, our moſt unfeigned and faithful, 
r and moſt Humble Servant, 

Ed ward Grove 


Eccleſiaſtes II. 1, 2. 
fail in mine heart, go to now 1 will prove thee with 


7 
* Mirth, therefore enjay Pleaſure : and behold this 
7 alſo is Vanity, I id of Laughter, it is mad- 


C — an. of Mirth, bat doth it? 


3 FI YHIS Book (which preſents unto us the ſeveral Grave 
and Godly Experiences of the Royal and Wiſe; Prea- 
cher, inalmoſt al the different States and Conditi- 
ons of Man's Life) ſeem to be the Product of his mature and 
riper Years, and to have been drawn forth by him in thoſe ſet- 
tled Reflections of his Soul upon Good and Evil, which took 
up his time in the ſolitary Muſings of his latter days, when be 
was once again happily return'd from that horrid Idolatry, 
and wicked Apoſtacy from the Lord his God; wheteuato his 
Multitude of Heathen and Superſtitious Wives and Concubines 
had inticed him, and (to the diſgrace of his Excelleat Spirit 
of Wiſdom and Knowledge) violently, as it were, obtain'd 
his Conſent , aud withdrawn him, in even the declining part 
and remnant of his Life: For whereas he had at the - firſt 
ſet out in a moſt eminent degree and manner for the Glo- 
ry of God, and had contizued to adora the Worſhip and 
4 Service of the Lord of Hoſts (the God and Shield of Datid 
T- dis Father) till paſt the bright Meridian of his days, with 
8 great Vigour; and on all occalions had promoted folemu- 
ly the ſtedfaſt Reverence of one Spiritual and Invitible, Om- 
niſcieat and All-pawerful God, and (as having obtain d from 
his Gooducſs a peerleſs Fortiou of his Heavenly Wiſdom) 
ſet forth the luviolable Truth of His Godhead, and of his 
natural Govetament over the Hearen and the Earth, and o- 
ver all thiags Vilibte and -lavilible .thronghour the fame, 
and that ne eſpecially, had ia his owa Iſrael manifeſted forth 
lus Jealouſy, to be alone ador d, void of any Superſtitious 
I 9 mixture 
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; mixture of Idols with him: He it ſeems, for all this, lapſed 
wofully iato that very ſin, and ſpecies of Diſobedieuce he 
had ſo highly (both in his Laws, and Life, and Actions) be- 
fore diſcouraged, and by the weakneſs and folly of a Female 
Flattery, gave op hinfelf to the Gods of the Atoabites and 
Ammon, tes, Edomites, - Z440n;ans and Hitrites, according, to the 
Idolatry of his Wives and Concubines, and the pollotions of 
thoſe Nations from wheace they came forth, following (vas ) 
Aſhteroth the Goddeſs of the Zidonjars , and AMilchom: or Mo- 

lech the Abomination of the Ammonites, and building up an 
High-place for Chemoch the abomination of Moab, in the Hill 

ore Jeruſalem for them, and Sacrificing alſo unto their Gods 
with them, as we may read at large iſt of Kings, chap. 11. the 
firſt eight verſes ; ſo that having (as it is conjectured from 
ſome Expreſſions and Intimations in theſe Books) in the end 
repented of this his wicked Folly, and return'd unto God with 
all his Heart, * the Vanity and Sinfulneſs of theſe 1 
his Miſdoings, and before his Death return'd unto the purity E | 
of Worſhipping his God again, he hath (as a monument of 

his dear-bought ſence touching the many ſorts and fizes of our 
Providences here, and themanner and method of our enjoying 
them) left us this ferious ſum of his own Experiences, 
and theſe fatal Proofs of the Evil and Vanity of all things 
here, even to the hazard of his Soul, made for us. In Exami- 
ning the ſame therefore we may diſcern his eager deſire to aſſert 
rhe truth-unto us, his earneſt and vehement Expoſtulations 
with ns, to watch and avoid the dangerous Plagues of ſenſual 
Enjoyments, and in the whole, his hearty advices towards 
us, That we would be on our Guard evermore over our 
Affections, and beware how they lur'd and hunted after pe- 
riſing things, and dwelt too Tong upon forbidden Objects, 
which alas! were (in what kind ſoever conſidered) even Va- 

| ities of Vanities, and a fore vexation of Spirit at laſt. For 

3 Inſtance: he tells us, that Wiſdom and Fo both Vani- 

ties, that Riches and Poverty are alike, what do not fill the 
mind of Man, that Honour and Diſhonour are both Periſn- 
ing; that a Poſterity and no Second is in a manner alike 

inconveaiency , or at leaſt what may reaſonably be ys 4 

cem 


| 
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Tem indifferent by us, and fo on; that things paſt, aud 


preſent , and future, (as to this Lite) are but as one ſcene 
that ſhifts to and fro, and returns upon the earth over aud 
over again for ever; that Novelty aud Antiquity are the 
Fountains of all Delire in our Nature; and that therefore in 
ſhort the Happineſs of Man iu this Life, is purely annexed to 


every man's own Perſon, to the ſtate, and remper, and con- 


dition of our reſpective Spirits; and that, be the quality of 


dur Predeceſſors never ic good or evil, the manners of our 


Poſterity never ſo incertain, the acqueſt of our own L- 
bour and Wiſdom never fo great and good, and the wax- 


ing or declining of our Providences never fo variable, it 


is to us that Live, and while we do Live, that the good 
or evil of the Earth do redound , and that according as 

giveth us, to receive and to reliſh his Diſpenſations towards 
us and ours, ſo do the molt ſolemn deſtrable things become 
to us; and as they affect us, in a way juſtifying before God 


our Evil here. Beſides there being this double Iſſue and 
Event of all things that are accidental, and no way of par- 
ticular Neceſſity to man's Life in the Body (which indeed all 
outward things beſides convenient Food and Rayment are) 
that they either rejoyce or grieve our Heart or Spirit, 
the Wiſe Man doth reſolve both theſe fruits of things tem- 
poral upon us; namely, that we ought not to be Slaves 
and Priſoners of our Paſſions, and Diſturbances, at our uſual 
rate about them; but that we would rather bear every thing 
with an equal, andeven, and calm Mind, and avoid mi- 
ſerable eſtate of Fools and Worldlings, who are put upon by 
every light good and evil, and tranſported as it were by eve- 
ry ludicrous Object, either into excefſive Mirths and Tri- 
umphs, or elſe into the deepeſt Sorrows, and moſt forlorn 
and abject Sence of our ſelves paſſible: For thus he tells 
us again and again, that nothing is better thau for a man 
to enjoy himſelf and his enjoyments here, than to ext and 
drink, and to poſſeſs the Labour of his Hands with com- 
fort, for that this is the great Gift of the ulmighty, and 
proceeding undoubtedly from * molt gracious and xiadly 
45098 eee "PRA e 2 hand 


with reſpect to another World, are made our Good and 
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hand too; But then, leſt by thus avoiding needleſs Sor- 
rows, and by thus fleeing from the Face of unneceſſary e- 
vils , we ſhould run too far into the other extream, leſt 
we ſhonld decoy our Miſery by a too eager and vehement 
purſuit of pleaſure, leit we ſhould think, that God permit 
us to Jovial away our Life, and to paſs away our time in 
exceſſive wantonneſs, he tells us on that ſide, that there was 
folly and, madacſs ia that too, and that therefore it was 
his deſire to be equally delivered from the ſaares of a Vo- 
luptuous Life alſo; as it is in the Text, I ſaid in mine heart 
go tonow I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleaſure, and 
behold vhu is alſo Vanity. 1 (aid of Laughter it is mad, and of 
murth, what doth it? In diſcouriing on which Subjects of th 
wiſe Man's Wiſdom in this great Point, (as the ſence of 
his words may be in theſe days of ours much more accom- 
modated to the ſerious Duties of the. Chriſtian Faith, and 
to the inceflaat Exerciſe of our ſelves and of our ſouls in all 
the Godly and Sober acts of Religion, and in the continual 
Meditation on our Spiritual State) I ſhall, make it my preſent 
buſinels to do theſe two things following, (v.) 


Firſt te ſet before yon how unbecoming a thing it is 2 
the Nature of Man, and how incoherent 20 the profeſſon 

a good Qhriſtian to prove his Heart. with, Mirth, to indulge 
himſelf (oa any account) ia the enjoyment of immoderate, 
and iaordinate, and fooliſh Pleaſures; how. much more ratio- 
nal and bleſſed it is, to drive away our irkſome thoughts by 
moderate reflections upon all things Vanity, and to content 
our Minds with the Religious ſence of all things, folly aad 
tranſitorineſs hence, and ſo to enjoy our good without mix- 
ture of Evil; (there being this to be conſidered for tlie Re- 
lief of our Souls in all their Heavineſs, that God is always 
higher than Man, and more powerful than the Devil; his foo- 
lich aeſs wiſer than Man's Wiſdom, and his Weakneſs ſtronger 
than Man's Power, and therefore (ſo long as thoſe his Glo- 
nious Attributes laſt) we need uot ever flee to Exceſs and 
Kiotonſneſs, and to the idle and wicked Scenes of an unne- 
cellary Jollity to Succour us but may comfort our ſelves 
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in a pious way againſt all our Tranſitory Evils now, and 
in a fober Thankſgiviag entertain moreover our greateſt aud 


% 


higheſt Tranſports and Bleſſings here.) 


F — Secondly, To ſhow you, that we eſpecially onght to 
XZ eſchew the madneſs of violent Tranſports , and to conſider 
the infignificancy of a worldly Mirth, and fo to rejoyce wiſe- 
ly in all our labour, in as much as there are always great 
Hiangers in an exceſſive Revelling, and the very nature of 
* ſuch a mirth is madneſs, and therefore the end of it mu. 
7 be- heavineſs, even as the greateſt Portions of it while it 
n x@Qually laſteth, are but fo many vaia and unprofitable Rants 
of Folly, and what might better have been ſupplied by 
pious Meditations and holy Praiſes, for and upoa every of 
the chearful Diſpenſations of God towards us in this Life, 
and chiefly above all things for the manifold Goodneſs of our 
Redemption it ſelf, and for all the ineffable Myſtery there- 
of, in order to our enjoying God, (the greateſt of all good 
1 rings) and the exceeding, and eternal weight of his Glo- 
TY in | | {+ _ 


e next. 


Firſt then, he that do but took abroad into the World, 

and conſider ſeriouſiy the face of Affairs in it, and how 
upon every frivotous pin the affections and habits of Men 
are daily turn'd, wil be apt (at leaſt, if he be not al- 
ready well ſettled in his Priaciples , and ſomewhat wiſely 
3 eftablifd vpon the General Knowledge: of the: word of 
7 God tonching Religion) to Conclude, that donbtleſs the 
Humane Life is a perfect Farce, and Drama, and mock- 
ſtage, and Theater of Entertainment amongſt us, devi- 
ſed and erected for the alone Play, and $ and Paſtime 
of Mankind, + and fer the Eshibition of à continued ſcene 
of Pleaſure cn Earth, wherein every one Acts his part, 
and (according to the variety of the matter in hand; and 
to the Frame and Model of the whole Comick Repreſenta- 
8 tion) ſets forth the various Figment of Man's Good aad 
Evil ia this Life , beyond which there is — 

: ther 
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far tler proſpect, nor any deiiga of GON or Man to 
reach, but that the Whole Race of  Rikble Beings may 


lead the Leviathar's Life here, and at Death be removed 


into the Ahlum of the Grave (as behind the Curtain of 
an Eternal Night and Darkneſs) and thence for ever be no 
more ſeen. For though indeed there are to be found among 
us the ſerious Subjects of Trajcdy, and the deep matter 
of Man's great Miſery, which doth excite the Tears and 
Lamentations of all Spectators; though we have ſceaes 
of horror aud woe before us, bloody Conflicts and Death, 
in all ſorts and of all ſizes with us; and withall, the fa- 
tal danger of an eternal and endleſs Calamity, ever in our 
ſight and made poſſible to us: though there is matter e- 
nough for our Heroick vertues in our Life and for the ex- 
erciſe of all the ſerious and ſolid parts of our Nature 
within us: yet if we take the 2 of men toge- 
ther, we ſhall find, that (with the moſt) all theſe things 
4erve only to ridicule and mockery , to excite the Riſibili- 
ty of our Species, and to promote the Mirth and Madneſs 
of the Earth; that our Joy (in the main) prevail ever our 
Sorrow, and our ludicrous above our ſerious thoughts; 
that we are apt to 'run away with every thing that is 
Mirthful and Jocular, and to take up with ſome of the 
wiſe Man's Concluſions , (which perhaps we do not under- 
ſtand or conſider as we ought, but to be as forgetful of 
that ſerious Leſſon and Caution of his, which he hath re- 
peated ſo often to us, (and that in a kind of aſſereration) 
that we cannot fail to diſcern its ſence: and meaning fully, 
(viz) that all 5s Vanity of Vanities, and a very Vanity, yea 
2 fore Evil, and an hideous vexation of Soul to us, and 
as the Prophets ſad Scroll, wherein was-written within and 
without Lanentation , and Mourning , and Wo for u. 


And, if we conſult the cammon Practices of the World, 
we muſt acknowledge that -Heavineſs and Joy have no e- 
a qual Portion and Dividend among us, but that we rather 
ucline and exceed, to fill our ſelves with the Vaaley of 1 

1 uch 
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* Trees by us, We are never for the Pſalmiſt's 


R neG which are many. " to conſider the ſeveral Perils 


hy eo \ 1: 


ive up our ſelves to the abundance, of Eafe and Luxury . 
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ſuch as would (if they could) kee Holy day for ever; That 


* we are for putting the evil day far from oer minds, and ꝑccleſ. 


for Rejoycing in all that we put our hand unto, for re- 1, 10. 
moving ſorrow from our Hearts, and for 7 away e- 
vil from our fleſh, and for concluding with Solomon, that Ch. 2. 26, 
nothing is better : But at no time (if poſſible) for ſtring down 
feriouſly by the waters of Babylon, and like the Captive Lirae- 5 2 
lites, for hanging up our Harps unſtrumg and 8 upon the „. 
Mouraing , 
but all for his Muſick; neither ſay we (in our Hearts at 
any time) e unte us that we are cenfira.ned to dwell with 
Meſeck, and to haue aur habitation among the Tents of Kedar , 
and that long hath our ſoul dwelt among thoſe that are Enemies 
unto Peace; Nor with thoſe Innocents under the Altar, . 
How long Lord, Holy, and True, deſt thou not judge and _— 
venge, &c! but (unlike the Prophets and Primitive Mar- Rer. C. 
tyrs) we are all for lying down upon Beds of Tvory , and 10. 
Nretching our ſelves on Couches for our. Eaſe, for eating 
and drinking the fat and the pleaſant (with .thoſe in the 
Prophet) yea and for Chaunting and Dancing to the ſeund of Amos 6. 
the Viol, and for Inventing to our ſelves Inſtruments of Mu- 4, 5, 6. 
fick like David. | N | | 


1 


Now there being ſin and evil generally in all Excef- 
ſes, and if a Man live many years and rejoyce in them 
all, it being his Duty ſtill to remember the days of Dark- 


Spiritual which attend on 


careleſs Sojourning in the Bo- 
dy, even as the Flood di 


on that negligeat Generati- 

on, which in the days of Noah, Ext and Drank, and 
Married, and were given in Marriage, and Planied, and Matth, 
Builded, and rejeyced, and indulged themſel ves unto all fatic- ** hy 
7 in the Thiags and periſhing Enjoyments of this Life; 

( till the haſty Deluge came aud ſwept them all at once 

away with it) it's upon this account, that we have ſome 

few iatimations in Scripture, that we may nat too far 


that 


r 222 8 
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thit we would not Delight in the vanity .of Mirch and 
Laughter, nor be given over wholly to the Life and Drol- 
lexy of Fools and Ideots; but that we rather would be 
ſerious and full of thnught, Dedicated to Holy and Pious 
Speculitions, to grave and ufeful Conferences, to a daily 
Communing with our own Heart, and in our Chamber fi- 
lently, to a State of Holy and Heavenly mindedneſs, aud 
to au active, but not 'over-light and frolickſome Degree 
9 1 the appointed time of our Sojourning here in 
God's fear, and of putting our ſelves every day more 
and more into a fitneſs, and ſoher Capacity for thoſe 
moſt ſolid Pleafures at GOD*s Right Hand provided for 


us. | 


For ſure enough the Heart of Man is not to be given 
over to Voluptuouſaeſs, or to the General Indulgence of his 
Carnal and Luxurious Appetite; Certaialy he Is' not to 
paſs the time of his Life in Ranteriſm and Riotouſaeſs , he 
is not to ſolicit the Pleaſures of ' ſenſe to himſelf, nor to 
ſtir up the ſenſual and old unmortify'd Man in him; but 
_ (whether things go well or ill with us) we ate chiefly to 
regard the great Doctrines of Mortification and Self-De- 
nyal; we are ſtrictly to watch over our. Liquoriſh Affecti- 
ens, and to ſubdue at all times our depraved Natures ; 
we muſt not think, that we are Servants of the God of 
this World, and to offer in Sacrifice the Delicacies of the 
* Creation to our Palate, the choiceſt Viands of the Earth's 
product (ia abundance) to our brutal part, or te ſit down 
8 Luſlful Iſraelites did) te cat and to drink, and like 
them &rerwerds riſe Ip to play. : | 
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Ne! lt is not permitted to us Chriſtiaus, to Cele- 
brate the Bachanalia of the Heathen in our Love-Feaſts 

of _ the Goſpel, or to miagle out a Meat-offering (Spicd 

_ with the Baits of Surfeitiag and Exceſs) to the VIS of 
Heaven; but as we ſhall have Learn'd Chriſt {the Great 

Exemplar of Meekneſs, and Paticace, and Abſtinency, w_ 
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forts which himſelf had) ſo muſt we walk after even him, iii 


enjoying the pleaſures of ſence with great Parcimony and 
Sparingneſs of Affection, with a very indifferency of Love, 
aud with the utmoft Modeſty conceivable in us. 


For, ſince we are Compound Beings, and have a Twos 
fold Nature and Manhood about us, ſince we have an out- 
ward and an inward Man belonging to us; Since the Fleſh 
and the Spirit are of a divers Temper and Conſtitutioa , 
each from the other, there will be a Law in our Mem- 
bers warring againſt the Law of our Minds; and as we 


ly. prevail upon, and become a mighty Bias, and ſtrong 
Repentzes is the midſt of A 2 Ik ary Ir pit 


all 


| 3 JON 4 se 4: fo. DG Du 10. 2 nn en 10 10 
As for Example, the Cares, and Fears, and Sorrows: 
of this World, and the Deceitfulneſs af Riches, the 
Diſquietudes and Anxieties of Life, and the pains” and 
agonies of, and concerning future Providences, und the 
e, will be driving us to ſolitary and comfortleſs thoughts; 
and to an irkſome State of Being in the Body ; and ia 
ſhort ; (if we beware not,) the more we increaſe our Por- 
tion of Good and Evil, the more we ſhall increaſe our 
Griefs, and tempt God to lay us waſte, and to deſolate 
us in earneſt; that ſo we may feel ſuſũcient Cauſes for our 
_ regrets, and lament for ſomewhat our ' Condition 
ere. at .. | * | LAS» 
As alſo (on the other hand) if we are not fore-guard- 
ed againſt the oppoſite Perils of Wealth, and the-increaſe 
of Temporal Bleſſings, and of the great overflow of things 
deſirable upon us, we ſhall be lifted up and ſwell witk 
inward Vauity, and be ready . exceed the Bounds and 
| | Limit; 


of a Moertified Life of Contentment in Poverty, and of a 


moderate and ſtiated Deſites after bodily things, in always 


* 


Moderation in the Greateſt Heights and Spiritual Com- Col. 1. 6. 


ſuffer the gs of this Life, or of the next, to take gn. 1 
a part with either of them two, ſo will: they reſpective- ;. 
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© Mirth's Madneſs, Or 


limits of reaſonable Joy , and perhaps fo ſing that ſordid 


Voluptuary's Requiem to our Soul, Sou than haſt much goods 
| laid of many Tears, eat, drink, and be merry, whereof 
the Goſpel warns us, St. Zuke 12, 15. 19. Wherefore for 
the prevention of all this in us, as the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of God have provided us means of being Contented 
in any of the worſt of Providences upon us, and of our 
alway holding and poſſeſſing our Souls with Patience, when 
the | heavieſt Adverſity, and bittereſt Cup of Evil aſſails 
us, (namely, by having told us, that God will never leave 
us nor forſake us, that the faſhion of this World paſ, 
ſcth away daily, and that our ſelves are going hence in a 
moment from it; that there is no ſolid good in this Life, 
that our Wiſdom, and our: Wealth, and our Labour, and 
our Travail, and our greateſt Afﬀitions alſo, are all a- 
ike perifhing , and that therefore we may not ſorrow, as 
without. hope, for the utmoſt Portion of Evil that-befals 
us at preſent: ) ſo are we (at the fame time) by the full 
Power of the Grace of God over us, admoniſhed not to 
ahound in the . higheſt pitch of a ſecular Grandeur or Ha 
piteſs, but to keep down our natural Arro s 401 
que: on Pride and Haughtinefs — rhe vain Lux- 
wriouſneſs of a fooliſn Mirth. iin br an 


For ( Reſtrainiag the Diſcourſe to this Head hence-for- 
ward) is it not a thing very unſuitable to the ſober Pro- 
feſſion of ne and to the very humble Frame and 
Diſpoſition of a Diſciple of Jeſus's new Created and Cir- 
enmciſed Heart, to prove and yield it ſelf up to Mirth, 
to dedicate any part of its time to vain and fruitleſs Pa- 
ſtime and Jollity, and to indulge and ſatiate the Fleſh 
with Vanity ? is it not againſt the Manhood and Gravity 
of our Reaſon, to ſpend our Days and Hours in the Songs 
and Gambols of this World's mony, and in the un- 
grateful while-times of this World's Joys? _ 4 
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If we obtain 4 Bleſſing (of any ſort) doth it not (as e- 

very good aad perfect Gift) come down from above, and 

from that Father of Lights, with whom is no variable: Iam. 1. 1 
neſs, neither ſhadow. of pn hy ? and as ſuch doch it not 
require 8 iritual and Holy Hoſannah's unto him? doth it 

not call for Pſalms of Praiſe, and Odours of Thankſgi- 

Ling , and the higheſt Acknowledgment of Soul poſuble? 


But are al not to be the Product of our Inward and 
Iaviſible Zeal ? do they not wholly deſerye to Woh, 


ed in a way of FO e 2 and Religious Worſh x 
and after i manner becoming n of him him whoſe 
Dwelling is alway in the filent ns above 
r if we muſt forth to the publick Excociſes of our 
Chearful Faculties , have we not received Engagements e- 
0ough to be Holy and Heavealy-minded towards God, to 
on, the Temper and Conſtitution of Perſons Redeem d 
— 7 Power of Hell, and Ranſom' d from the "ti * 
of an Everlaſting Grave, and of Parte 
ly and, Endleſs Grace and Glory with us 
Now if ſo, then there are Topicks i Nee eg. 
Conſciencet) to be Celebrated in a way of 80 (iy ou De- 
votional Laud, in a conſtant keting forth the Goodneſt, 
and Wiſdom, and Power of God — us, and in our 
forth private and publick Magnificates of Praiſe un · 
to the Father, Sen, and Holy Ghoſt, that High and lofty 
One that Inhabiteth Eternity, and that ever ador d ny 
undivided Three, whoſe Rays of Purity have again and a- 
gain broken forth, and ſhin d upon us, and therein bound 
us under an invincible and three-fold Cord of Duty, to 
dwell ln the fear of our God with Joy, and in both our 
Good and Evil to fing Praiſe unto „ 
But alas! for us to ſeek Refu 
e ** in * 
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Marth's Main: ſs, Or. 
World's Mirth, to divert our ſelves and our ſorrows, by 
mingling with them that keep the Guilty Carnaval on 
| Earth, and by Solemnizing our Feſtivals after the foolifh 
lliiberty of an Epicurean Joy: For us to Dedicate our 
. Joe Time to fooliſh Talking and Feſſ ing, which an Apoſtle 
„„ hath told are not Convenient , Ephey. 5. 4. For us, to in- 
| Eg. ure. our ſelves to the Society of the wanton and riotous, 
ens to and to take our part in the Laughter of Fools; and brief- 
enify ebe ly for us, to fit down and Coin ludicrous Sports and Pa- 
J e ple. ftime to our ſelves „ and our Aſſociates to ſtudy vain Di- 
e. vertiſements, and conſult the more eaſy and thoughtleſs 
| Yi E. 245 of our Life out, in à ſin, which as it Diſgraceth 
1 —— ſo doth it alſo deſtroy our Nature, and bring upon us a 
P Vanity and a Folly full of anguiſn, and vexation at laſt. 
e. Herenato therefore the wiſe Man Notes, that it is better 
Fecleſ. to go to the Houſe of Mourning, than to py 0 the Houſe 
n dof Feaſting; (for that the former is the end of all men; 
the Living will lay it to his Heart ) chat Sorrow is 
better than Eavghter, (ia that by the ſadneſs of the Coun- 
renance the Heart is made better) that the Heart of the 
wife Man is in the Houſe of Mourning , but the Heart of 
Fools is in the Houſe of Mirth; yea, that it is better to 
Fear the Nebuke of the wiſe, than for a: Man to hear 
the” very Song of Fools; and laſtly, that as is the Crack- 
ling of Therns under a Pot; fo alſo is the Laughter of 
F sols; and that the ſame alſo is Vanity; as alſo, that e- 
ven in Laughter the Heart is ſorrowful ſtill, and that the 


end of Mir ch is Heavineſs. 


* 2 2 1 43 


e meaning of which is plainly this, that God when 
he made Man Riſible, made him not thereby of a Tem- 
per Neceſſarily ta be Exerciſed in the Mirth and Madneſs 
of the Fooliſh World; but (as we ſee, Prov. 14. 10.) 
gore him an Heart to underſtand and reliſh his own Com- 
orts, and withal a Soul to moderate and preſerve him 
from all exceſs; that a ſober and religious Habit of Con- 
ſidering our ways, is more Connatural to us (as * — | 
: Onable 
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ſonable Creatures, than the ſeticeleſs Levity of Conver- 
ſing like Apes, in the Laughter and mutual Ridicule of 
one another, and of one anothers Actions; and that of 4 
certain, God accepteth us more readily whea we weigh diſ- 
creetly the benefit of his Favours, when we meditate the 
Nature of his Gifts and Bleſſings, when we call to our 
Mind the Day of our Death, and the approach of judg- 
ment, and therteout do behave our ſelves as becometh 
Saints, and as is ſeemly for ſuch who are not Diſciples 
of the merry Thracian , nor profeſs'd to be Followers of 
Democrituss Fancy, but Baptized into a Saviour that Re- 
nounced this World, and yet kept his Countenance, and 
gravely dwelt as in the Valley of the Shadow of Death 
in it: Who are incorporated into a Chriſt who often ſigh- 
ed and wept, not ſo much as once (in all his Life) ſmikd: 
Yea, and who are the Diſciples of him, who tho' he Re- 
| joyced , Rejoycd in God; and as to the Mirths and ma- 
nifold Vanities of our Triumphs and Exceſſes, of our Tran- 
3 ſports and empty Parades , and of our Comferting one 
another in a way of ſocial refrefhment, and Releaſe from 
tte Troubles of Life, knew them not. plans 


But then Secondly , Having thus far inſiſted on the ex- 
tream Vanity and Wickedneſs of our having our Converſa- 
tion amidſt our Pleaſures, and of our too violent indul- 
ging our ſelves, unto. the ſhort and momentary Recrea- 
tions of Sence , we may now proceed to the unreaſona- 
bleneſs, aud unprofitablenefs, and utter Madneſs of ſuck 
Practices; which the wile Man Argues from himſelf, and 
from his own moſt fatat Experience of things, wo had 
taſted the utmoſt extent of all things, any way appen- 
dant to this World's Vanity, or to the Pomp, and Pride, 
and Pleaſure of it: of which this is his Poſitive Iuference, 
and Reſult at once, I ſaid of Laughter is is mad, and of 
nirth what doth it? That is, „I have obſerved the ways 
and manners of Men,; and they are in them like per fec 
G „ Childrew 
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“ Children toſſed to and fro, In their Affections, they 
« are preſently liſted up on high, by means of the leaſt 
« and. moſt trifliag good which they enjoy, and they are 
„as ſvn cat down at the lighteſt. forraw and afffiction 
© tco, they find their Griefs and Miſeries a Burthen to 
© them, and they make their Mirths aud their Rejoy- 
„ ciags the ſame; they have indeed a mixed Portion of 
% Good and Evil, and they are as diverſly affected and 
« wrought upon by it; ſometimes they are aloft in their 
« Pride of Heart, for this or that ſucceſsful. Enterprize ; 
| “ ſometimes they are Groveling on the Earth, becaufe of 
<« their Trouble, their Heart melteth like Wax in them, 
« through very Heavineſs; and they are ever like a Wave 
in the Seca, ſhaken and toſſed amidſt their Joys and figh- i 
| « tags; but a mean and middle fort of Carriage is the 
if „ moſt wiſe and approved, and heaveuly in them; For if 
ce they take their 0 to Heart, and vex and 
« diſquiet themſelves. for the Evil that befals them, then 
. _ & every thing (around them) brings Vanity and Vexation of 
1 « Spirit upon them; then the paſt, and the preſeat, and 
« the future, are all a Load of irkſome and diſconfolate 
| <+ Meditations upon them, and (on the other band) if they 
<« ſeek to forget their Miſery, by their ſinful ways of 
„ Mirth and Jollity, if they would drown their Cares in 
« Draughts of Intemperance, and in the Turgid Bowls 
| « of Exceſs and Riot: if they would give themſelves over 
N “ to the Charms and Opiates of Society, and of the herd- 
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; « ding themſelves among the tumultuous ſinners of the 
f 4 Earth: if they believe they can hide themſelves (from 
[ 4 themſelves) in the Multitude of Evil doers, and there- 
4 „ fore do determine to indulge themſelves in ſinful and 
N ce pleaſant while-times, and to immerſe themſelves into 
ö d depths of Senſuality, and inte the heavy Vanity of much 
| % Laughter , and theirein think ro live, (as they call it) and 
« to be happy more fully: Surely the Caſe is equally dange- 

« rous and fearful with them; their Remedy is deſperate ' 
« as their Diſeaſe ; they do (as it were) drink * , 
1 


The Vanity of Men's Laughter, XC. 
« for their Health, and ſeek their Quiet ia the midit or 
< the Sea, which rageth and foameth horridly about them; 
« for I my ſelf have (on the Throne of 22 taſted and 
te ſeen all the Pleaſures of Sence: I have tried and ſound- 
©« eq to the bottom all the poſſible Excelleacy of a ſe- 
& cular, and worldly, and ſenſual Life; and ſurely Laugh- 
« ter it ſelf is but Madaeſs and Folly, ſurely Mirth and 
4 jts Concomitants are the verieſt Vanity, and Fleeting 
© Shadow imaginable in us. | 


So that (this being the Preachers evident ſenſe and mean- 
ing in the place before us 25 doth it not plainly forewarn 
us, that our greateſt and higheſt Tranſports of „are 
as a blaſt that kindles up a Fire and Flame of Wrath to 
Devour us, that our Mirth is unprofitable to any Holy 
and Spiritual End in us, and that death and heavineſs at- 
tends our Jollity ; that darkneſs and horror are ſpread 
over onr lightſomeſt Frolicks, and ſenceleſs Requiems which 
we delight in among Men; and briefly, that our unſancti- 
fred Joys are but as the deceitful Voices of Syrens to us; 
which that they are indeed, and what do bring upon us 


E | either a ſwift or flow Puniſhment at laſt, what muſt coſt 


ns many a fore and heavy Aſtoniſhment of Soul, and a 
thorough and earneſt Repentance and Loathing in our latter 
End : that they are unreaſonable ia themſelves, and upon 
ns pour forth the moſt bitter Griping and Relentings at 
laſt: that they are void and empty of any intrinſick Ex- 
cellency, and what diverts us but for a while, and leaves 
in us a ſting and bitterneſs in the end: And that they are 
ſuch an Employment of our precious Moments of Life 
(whereon depends our Eternity) as muſt needs create a 
Guilt in us, and raiſe up ſeveral evil Accu ations (in our 
Confciences againſt us, and (after they are paſt) either ia 
our Health ſometimes, or aſſuredly when our vain deſire 
after them is once' a little coold, at our times of Languiſh- 
ing and Solitarineſs, on a Bed of Sickneſs, or at the ap- 


' proach of Death, what will make us aſhamed fully and 


tormented 
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bee ing therefrom (as much as poſlible ) for the preſerving 


Wpriore 
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tormented on their Account, what wil cine , co hang 
down aur Heads, and to become deeply ab. for them ; 
I fay, - that our idle aad fooliſh Merimeats, and the 
Laughter and Madneſs of our Life, are what do bring 


© Guilt 424 Heavizeſs, and Repentaace, and many à four 


Regret: and ſharp Reflections ia our Conſciences, and at 


leaſt ſome ſhrowd Reproot of our having. miſmanaged 


ſo many good Opportunities, and miſpent ſo much precious 
time in madueſs, we may eatily inform our ſelves, by 
conſidering a little the Nature of Man, 28 he is a rea- 
ſonable Creature, and the requiſite Sobriety of. his Life, 
as he is a Chriſtian, and the Contrariety of an Apiſh 
and Humerſome, and over-Chearly Jonverſation and Car- 
riage to all this, and conſequently the needfal Watch 
over our ſelves concerning it, and our diligent refrain- 


to our ſelves. the Manhood of our make, and for the 
Delivering our Souls from the Danger of Sin, and for 
the laying up for our ſelves a. ſure and reaſonable Foun- 


dation (in hope) of a more ſolid and unfhaken Joy : 


hereafter. | 41 3:04 39, 
For Example, tho I am not of thoſe Mens Mind who 
think that dullaels is Sobriety, that inactivity and Mo- 
Piſhneſs is a ſign of Grace _ it goeth) and that 
every ſmile and glance is a ſin in a Chriſtian; that we 
muſt Neceſſarily become Men in Prudence and in Under- 
ſtanding even before we can arrive at the years of ſuch 


Diſcretion, and that we muſt abſolutely plant Gray Heads 


upon Green Shoulders, or elſe no hope of Redempti- 


on for ſuch Reprobated, and ſuch wild-Oliye-ſeeds af 


we are: I ſay, tho“ we need not tye up Men to thi 
Degree of impoſſible Perfection, nor after this ſtri ſence 
require of all that profeſs Chriſtianity , the demure and 
inceſſant Sreeck- and Geſture ; which do indeed become 


all, and in an eſpecial manner ought to be the inſepa- 


rable Companion of ſome Mens hife above others: 0. 
2. | tho! 


Phe Vanity ot Hens Laught:r, XC. 17 
tho' neither need we devote our. ſelves to 
Life (which. coaſiſts wholly in Mor tification and Silence, 
and Corporal. Auſterities) nor Live and Dye in Caves 
and Grotto's. {as ſome have done) and like the pure Na- 
zarites drink only Water: but may innocently air our, in 
ſelves and our Notions now aud thea , and Communicate Kano 1. 
our diverting thoughts to one another liberally. ſometimes: det A 
yea, and withal even under St. Fs Approbation to his lo. 
dearly. beloved Son Timothy, orcaſumally uſe 4 little Le: Tim. 
Yet I fay, ( notwithſtanding all this, it we look in- 5- 23- 
to our ſelves) we muſt diſcern, that (be our manner 
of ſenſual and . frolickſome Living what it will, aud let 
us be led to it by what means and opportunities ſoever, 
aud our pretence to excuſe it never ſo. juſt and plauſible) 
our inordinancy of Laughter and Mirth is Madneſs, and 
our Exceſſive Jollity unprofitable , and our indulgency 
therein neither wiſe, nor prudent „ nor religious, ar 
circumſpect, (as the Apoltle's phraſe and meaning is) but Epheſ 
wholly a neglect of ſome better things daing in the in- 1. * 
terim and what muſt coſt us in the end, either a gene- 
ral abhorrency, or at leaſt a moſt Diligeat and earneſt 
Reformation of our ſelves in it. | 3 


For do our Frame and Make, declare us for the on- 
ly- Mimicks and Pageants of the Creation? Is our Rea- 
on ſubſervient to the ſenſitive Merriment of the Brute 
in us? Or can we adjuſt it to our Conſciences, that we 
Jay aſide our Religion, and lay out our ſelves in the foo- 
liſh Gambols and Jollity of ſenſual and worldly minded 
Men? Be our Condition and Providences what they can, 
may we not more profitably divert our Soriows and min- 
vie our Mirths, in the Sacred Entertainment of the 
Word and Sacraments, and in the ſolacing Feaſtivals of 
Spiritual Comforts, ia the cheerful Praiſes of x Creator's 
= Bounty, and iu the Noble Diſcovery of 2a Saviour's Love, 
than by ſetting our ſelves apart unto Scenes of Rioting 
and Exceſs, - unto a tooliſh ſharping of our Wits upon one -+ 
PETER. 4 another, 
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| 18 1 
© - another; unto ſinful Exerciſes, and diltaſtful Rencomn- 
ters, and then by Proving our reg Hearts with "Mirth, 
and bidding them to take their fill of | vain Pleaſure ? 
Whether we receive Good or Evil from the hand of God, 
have we at any time need of diſſolving our Afflictions by 
© Criminal Refreſhments, or of Celebrating our Comforts 
ih enifty Praiſes and Rejoycings among us? Or doth it 
* 101 rather become us to be Chearful'in all Evil towards 
God, pnd for all our good to render the Nobleſt Praiſes 


* 
- 


5 there are alſo about our mid-age too many ſecular and 
burthenſome Cares and Sorrows , too violent Temptations 
to cleave unto Mammon wholly , or to follow the Pomps 
and Vanities of the Froathy World, and to immerſe our 
Telves fully into the guilty and noxious Pleaſures of ſence: 
Is it not 'a Doctine alway very ſeaſo nable, that we wou 
at all times bear a ſober and Religious Mind Heaven-ward ? 
that we would endeavour to ſavour of the Heavenly and 
ſerious Diſpenſation of Chriſtianity, and not fare as if we 

were bitten of ſome Tarantula that we would carry our 
ſelves in a Method of great Moderation and Abſtinency, 

From, the Idle Toys and Buffoonry of Life, and as it were 

- ſeparated” to the choiceſt Pleaſures of Religion and Good- 
nes, f6* to be furthering our great and immortal Crown 
of Glory to us, and our more full and innocent Triumphs 
hereafter; for and upon even all the Goodneſs and Beae- 
fits öf our God towards us, in the Society) 29 
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dims and Seraphims, and amidit the Spirits of juſt Men (in 
the Divine Minificency) already made perfect 


Yea, Is not the Exerciſe of our Reaſon the Moral per- 
fectioa of our Humane Nature? Is not the Deportment 
of our ſelves (Body and Soul, at all times, and ia all 
places) Io as to anſwer the end of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and to give up our. Account of every Word aad Deed 
with Joy, and not with Grief ,- at the final Arhitration 
of Souls in Judgment, the Perfection of our Religious State 
Mortal ? Is not a Friendly and wiſe Converſe and Commu- 
nication of our ſelves to one another, in dur Life, the 
great deſig of our Civil Compacts, and Conſtitutions up 
on Farth,into Bodies, and Societies, aud Fra tervities,antbNoigh 
bourhodds, and Frieadſhips here ? do not Sobriety and a mode - 
3 — and ordering of our iom com- 
mend us to both God and man? and are we not to be Examined =» 


— 


in this World nor in the next that we tee! or frar — ; | 


not, ſurely enough the very notinn of Happineſs then dot 
ſo pleaſe us, that we are contented to give away our Eternity - 
for a Song and miſerable Lullaby, and to he even lead to Hell 

it ſelf, for Societies fake only. However, let us weigh the 
dangerous — +/ ;anay by our Reaſon firſt and by thatdetermiae . 
— o o ooo oI oo | IE 
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more) our adminiſtring to anothers , or prov 
en arch; and ſhortly, our abuſes of our ſelves, and of 


; Dalliances of this Life, there is a danger leſt that day come 


> A a 


No ig ſo, then fince (as we have ſcen) there is neither 


Wiſdom, nor trae-Fellowſhip,: ner Godlineſs in our Exceſſive 


Mirths: our ridiculous Managers of Converſing like Fools, and 
Apes, and Idiots, our finding no Subjects for Diſcouaſe or Ar- 
guments in Society, but what move and ſu 

others, our railing Diſputes. of an Antick Nature, our quaf- 
fing our ſelves into Objects uf Seorn and ridicule; our förms of 
Flattery(empty and vain as they uſually are) our fooliſh talkin 
aud jeſting, and lightneſs of- Behaviour, our Filthineſs and Ri- 

baldry (whereof we might be aſhamed) our vagrant Diſcour- 


ſes and fanciful Language on this or that Trifle or Notioh, our 


gallantry and height of Romancing (to omit hateful Species. 


| ngs, of pur time, and of our Fellowſhip with Men, un 
do fruitleſs and frivolous ends and pur poſes, are together the 
Feriek Madneſs, and criminal a 


our 


where is the worth and price 


whereisour:Charity and fervent Love of the Brethren ? here 
i Hur mindſulneſs of them that ſuffer Affliction, as being our 


. ſelves alſo in the Body, and as bound in the Cords of a Common 
_ Humanity and Miſery with them? where is the due looking up 


to God daily? our rendring to him the * of our Life, and 
all the Cheerful Moments of our time? and where is the ſtu- 
pendious work of our Redemptina-thought on, and conſidered, 
and weighed ſufiiciently-inall this by u fr «© 

In ſhort, ſince in the madneſs of Man's Mirth all theſe great 


we ſuffer our Heart: to be overcharged (any way) with the fatal 


Hpon 


ſt the Langhkter of 


oking our 


impious Paſtime poſſible in 


For where is che Edification unto Godlineſs in the mean time? 
Where is the Self- Examination and ſerious Reflection on our fu- 
ture and Eternal State and Condition? where is the common 
"deſire of one ànothers welfare in this and the other Life? 
9 ite of our Souls conſidered in all 
this 7 where is the. earneſt Solicitouſneſs which we ought to 


put on tonching the making our Calling and Election ſure? 


and excellent Duties are forgotten, ſince (as we are warned (if + 
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upon n unawares, When the Wrath of the Almighey-ſhall-burn 
likea fiery Oven over us, and at that time we ſhallf find it hard 
to eſcape, if we (like the rich Glutton) have had our Portion 
of good already in this Life, let us be add iſed (hi it may pro- Luke 16. 
fit us) to- Reform the error of our Minds touching this, as far -- 
as poſſible, and to Redeem the time becauſe the days are evil h eli 
upon us. Let us remember, that theſe are the days wherein 16. 

our Bridegroom is already actually taken away from our Head, 
and that therefore they are to be days of Faſtingand Mourning, 
and Solitude to us; yea, tho we anoint our head, And waſhour Luke 3. 
face, and a not unto men, but unto God alone, fo to live 35. 
Let us not ſquander away our Life in meer Gewgawes of de-. 
light, nor periſh among them that are fatted as aginſt a day of 
Laughter upon Earth; but let vs'obſerve, that one of the evils: 
which this im is a leading to (among many) is, that by the juſt: 
Judgment of God it is made an inlet to a general Frophaneſs 
in Sacred things, and that by an habit in this Folly and cuſtoma- 
ry Levity, men commonly learn to become light and wicked in 
their Behaviour under the Adminiſtration af the moſt bacreds 
parts of reveabd Religion, and can ſearce refrain-rheirpurrid: 
Gibes, and unſavory Punnings in, or 1 fear ſometimè upon, their: 
very Inſtruction to forbear; and from hence let us. be induced. 

if we are ſorrowful, to call in to our aid, the chearful' Solaces: 1 
of Religion among us; and if we Rejaycey to Rejoyce in and. 
unto that which is becoming Chriſtians, namely, in che PW. 
er, and Wiſdom, and Goodueſs, and moſt ed kindneſs: - -- 
and r of God through Fe/xs kis- well beloved Son to- 
Wa —_. 1 4 31 129 MG $630 e 

To Conclude, taking this along with us, that it ought to be 
highly reſented, and indeed generally taken ill by all good men. 
(on the behalf of our grent and common Creator, Wiſdom and 
Grace both) that the fober Chriſtian, and the Hypochond ria 
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ſhould be made Synonimmons by this Impudent Age; in as much 
as it looks like ohjectiag ſhame to the Creation and to be a re- 
vilingof God himſelf, to to vilify the natural Modeſty and So- ñ h— 
briety of Mankind; aad that ode of the moſt bleſſed morak 
bn DDE ILITY # 27 
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. , Hauſe, o 


—— ney” mid, auld be, with eh amo 
tie Diſeaſes of the Body : bowl im or (uglet we =] 
1  contradidt; hereby thut Fetition in our Lord s. Prayer, Ty An 
enn comer may) I think, juſtly ET 1 in our a wit) 
7 chat this Generatipn ma rf p 8 ay) 4 reſt of the 
Moral Virtues- be fil 'd-and ellen d as by "Fre ſe they al- 
_ rently! begin tp be) enermities of. 5 N A taking: this 
Note along with v5; and © props 3 on othe 
ing our Alves unto Abe Mabel ee of a Ts 


| Lees aud ſober⸗vgtur d: let us not eſteem our {elves enter - 
(hereby) with a Cynical and Satyrical Diſcourſe only, 


bus e oor ſelves, nit, ba Dor, rele ie Livevaud 
"Converlatighscinour trueſt lence; of good us, and 

iin tat delighefub manper live before God and r 4 with one 
© aftother now , 28 — neither vain nor udithankfol , 


cotaforties ia our wa In, nor over-luxuric $ in our 
oys g bi ing, 2 e "Gladack, 
the Voice of the Bri leaſant 


| — — eg ＋.— X 
tedus aud much ore from the Ten 80 44 en 
all Faces mall gather Blackneſs, and we SET 7 5 
and Souls hereafter together meet, in and fer 
ror of our Univ erſal dom; ) that for all hay pon te (as the 
wow gran chan Tiedament muſt come pen a; and that 
therefort, our ſins muſt be now Lamented and forſaken, and 


our dr Temptationait over-come, ſince (as we find, by that 
wor). afterall our Mirth, Vanity and Vexation of of Spirit, ſhall 
he even unto Eternity it ſelf upon us, if we have not (be- 
fore God) been truly -ſober_and | heavenly-minded. And 
— ing the dangers of an 2 and unſanctiſied 


F mockery of ) let us teſolve (in ſuch times at leaſt as ours, 
on all accoints are, times of publick Doubts and Inger taiaties, 
a 7 times of publick fins and 2 to lament, while the in- 
conſiderate World rejoyceth, that ſo afterward we may, (while | 
that weepeth) for ever exult in the trueſt Joys: ft 8 in them- 
8 — peufett, and pure, and true unto us, and 157 chief- 
— many other Reaſons wor and 2000) becauſe _ 
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here, but permanent, and conſtant, and wholly fixed, ſerene, 
and heavily, and without all ſoil ) can (if we believe our: 
Bleſſed Saviour's own Promiſe, or his great Apoſtles vehement 
perſwaſion) neither Man no Aggel, Life nor Death, Priaci- 
palities nor Powers, thin 5 8 nor things to come, nor 
keight nor depth, nor 1 er Creature, ſeparate us from, 
or abate, or diminiſh in us, or remove farther off, or take, 


either by fraud, or by power away from us. Unto which 
State of Eternal Peace „ may the God of all Comfor, (of his 


— 2 | — — IIs: — — b — — * 
our Joys (not volatile, and airy, and momentarious 4s theſe 


Rom. $, 
28, 29. 


infinite Favour) bring us all in, and for, and through the 


Merits of Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, our alone Saviour, To 
whom with the Father and the holy Spirit, be aſcribed (as js mop 


humbly dus from ut) all Glory and Honour, Land, and Praiſe , 


Power, Might, Majeſty , and Dominion; nom and for ever. 
Amen. GUY Rb ä p 
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